Chapter Five

1908-1912

IT WAS AT THE TIME IMMEDIATELY AFTER MY DECORATION
of the Strand building, that I again took in hand my
development as a Sculptor*
After so much that was large and elemental, I had
the desire to train myself in a more intensive method of
working j and, with that in view, I began a series of studies
from the model, which were as exact as I could mako thorn,
I worked with great care, and followed iho forms* of the
model by quarter-inches,, I should say,, not letting up on any
detail of construction of plane 5 but always keeping the
final composition in view. These studies included the
various works I made from Nun, one of which is in the Tale
Gallery, and also studies from Kuphenia Lamb, and a model
called Gertrude, I look upon this period as still formative*
Also at that time I did a bust of Lady Gregory, and Mrn,
Ambrose McEvoy7 and several busts of my wife.

The Lady Gregory was a commission from Sir Hugh Lwio,
and he intended it for the Dublih Art Gallery. Tho bunt
progressed to my own satisfaction, and it was about com-
pleted, when one morning Lady Gregory turned up with the
most astonishing head of curls; she had been to the hair*
dresser and wished' me to alter the head* I was not inclined
to do this, as the bust had up*to then been planned to give
Lady Gregory the air of the intellectual, somewhat " school-
marmish ", person that she was? and her usual appearance
was all of a piece and quite dignified. Also she announced
that if I came to the theatre that evening I would see her
in evening clothes and would then see how much finer she
appeared with bare shoulders,' It is amazing how English